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God’s Love Never Changes
Quarter 8  • Lesson 5
Focus on Character Development

1. Connecting: Play a game about receiving something that cannot be earned.

2. Teaching: Hear and act out the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11–24).

3. Responding: Declare that God loves each person yesterday, today, and in the future.

SUPPLIES
 • Bible
 • Jar or bottle with small opening
 • Small stones (2–3)
 • Small prizes (1 for each child)

Optional Supplies:
 • Memory Verse Poster
 • The Action Bible, image of the prodigal son and his father
 • Paper
 • Pencils or crayons
 • Student Pages
 • The Action Bible, pages 600–603

Before class, gather small prizes for the children, 1 for each child. Some ideas are flowers, small food 
treats, stickers, or handwritten notes.

Teacher Devotion

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 
Psalm 103:8

God loves you because God is love. He does not love you because of what you have done or not done. 
He does not love you because of the work you do for Him. He does not love you because you live a 
moral, upright life. You cannot earn God’s love. You cannot lose God’s love. God loves you because of 
who He is! He loves you with a love that never stops, never gives up, and never changes—His love  
is abounding!

Do you ever feel that you must try to earn God’s love? God’s love cannot be earned. It is yours to 
receive. He welcomes each of us with open arms just as the prodigal son’s father received him, even 
when he had chosen destructive ways. This week, start each day with a simple prayer: “God, thank You 
for loving me no matter what. I receive Your love today.”
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Family Connection: Tell the families that this week their children will learn that Jesus loves them 
whether they choose to do good or wrong. Encourage families to talk about when someone gave 
them a gift they did not earn.

LESSON TIME
1. Connecting: Play a game about receiving something that 

cannot be earned.
Set the bottle or jar on the ground. Mark a spot about 2 meters from the bottle. Have the children line 
up behind the spot. Explain that the children will each take a turn trying to toss a stone into the bottle. 
Tell them that if everyone gets a stone into the bottle, they will all receive a prize.

Allow each child to try tossing a stone into the bottle. If some children become frustrated by how 
difficult the task is, encourage them to simply try their best. After the children have tried tossing the 
stones, ask them to sit down, and give each of them a prize.

 • Are you surprised that you still received a prize? Why or why not?

 • How did you feel when I gave you the prize even though you did not earn it?

Children may share that they were surprised, happy, excited, relieved, or other feelings.

Today we will learn a story that Jesus told. Someone in the story is given something very 
special even though he did not earn it.

2. Teaching: Hear and act out the story of the Prodigal Son  
(Luke 15:11–24).

During the time when Jesus lived on earth, tax collectors often cheated people out of their 
money. One day, some tax collectors and other sinners gathered around Jesus. The religious 
people did not like this. They did not think Jesus should spend time with such sinful people. 
So Jesus told several stories, or parables, to help the religious people understand that He loves 
every person, no matter what that person has done. This is one of the stories Jesus told.

Select 3 volunteers to act out the story as you tell it. Assign each one a role: the father, the older 
son, and the younger son. If appropriate in your community, some volunteers could act as the 
pigs. Explain that they should act out the story silently but with a lot of expression as you tell it.

Optional: If you are using The Action Bible, children can read this story before the actors act it out for 
them. It is found on pages 600–603. If possible, share the image from The Action Bible.

There was a man who had 2 sons. The younger son said to his father, “Father, give me my 
portion of your inheritance now.” So the father divided his money and everything he owned 
and distributed it between his sons.

Pause for the volunteers to silently act out the scene.

Soon after, the younger son took all of the money and things his father had given him and 
moved far away. There he lived a wild, undisciplined life and spent all of his money wastefully. 
After a time there was a famine in the land, and he had no money or food. So he got a job 
feeding pigs at a farm. The son was so hungry that he wanted to eat the pigs’ food, but no one 
offered him anything to eat.
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Pause for the volunteers to silently act out the scene.

The son thought about his father’s house. “Even the servants in my father’s house have plenty 
to eat,” he thought. So he decided to return home and ask his father to let him be a servant.

Pause and ask the children:

 • The younger son wasted all the money his father had given him. How do you think the 
father will respond to the younger son?

Allow 2–3 children to share their ideas. Do not tell them what happens next.

Let’s read the next part of the story directly from the Bible.

Read Luke 15:20–24 from your Bible.

So [the younger son] got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;  

he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  
The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  

I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, 
“Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals 

on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  
For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”  

So they began to celebrate. 
Luke 15:20–24

Have the children playing the younger son and father silently act out the scene. When they are 
finished, lead the class in clapping for the volunteers.

 • How did the father react when he saw his younger son?

The father was filled with compassion for his son. He ran to him and hugged and kissed him. He 
did this before the son apologized for what he had done!

 • Did the father’s reaction surprise you? Why or why not?

 • How is the father in this story like God?

The father loved his son. He loved him when he lived in his house and followed the rules. And 
he still loved him when he ran away, wasted his money, and made very bad decisions. The 
father may have been sad and disappointed when his son ran away, but he never stopped 
loving his son.

Father God is like the father in this story. He loves you always. He loves you no matter what you 
do. He loves you no matter what other people have done to you. He loves you no matter what 
other people think of you. God loves you when you feel unimportant and unloved. He loves 
you with a love that never stops and never gives up. His love for you never changes. God loves 
you always, no matter what!

God love you always, no matter what! That is why He sent His Son Jesus to forgive our sins. 
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God’s love never changes! God’s love never stops!

Now you will use your imaginations as I tell you 3 stories. As you listen, remember that God is 
like the father in the story you just heard. After each story, share with your neighbour you what 
God might say to the child.

Pause after you read each of the mini-stories for the children to share their thoughts. Allow 1–2 to 
share with the class before you read the next story.

Story 1 
When Brian was very young, a pot of boiling water fell on him. It burned his face severely, and 
now he has many deep scars. Most children and adults look the other way when they walk 
by him. He has a new teacher in school. She assigned him a seat in the very back of the room. 
When he puts up his hand to answer a question, the teacher never calls on him. He feels bad 
about this.

 • What do you think Father God would say to Brian?

Story 2 
Aliya does not believe anyone loves her. No adults have ever told her that they love her. She 
believes she is ugly and unlovable. This makes her angry. She is mean to other children and 
often starts fights. She has decided that if everyone thinks she is unlovable, she might as well 
be unlovable.

 • What do you think God the Father would say to Aliya?

Story 3 
Simon never knew his father. When his mother died, his grandfather sent him away to a 
boarding school. His grandfather is very old and sick, so he cannot travel to visit Simon at 
school. When other children’s families come to visit, he feels awful. No one says anything  
to him.

 • What do you think Father God would say to Simon?

3. Responding: Declare that God loves each person yesterday, 
today, and in the future.

Just as the father in today’s story loved his son, God loves you. He loved you when you were a 
baby. He loves you today. And He will love you when you are grown. God loves you when you 
show kindness to others and make good choices. And He loves you when you sin and make 
bad choices. God loves you so much that He gave His Son to pay for your sins so that you can 
be part of His forever family.

Let’s think about God’s love for us during 3 different times in our lives.

Ask your children to think of 3 important events in their lives. They can be good or bad, but the 
children’s lives should be different because of them. Share these possible ideas: “I started school,’” My 
father got a good-paying job,” “My sister died.” Give them about 30 seconds to think.

 • Who wants to share a sentence about something from your life with the class?

Allow a few children to share. Some children will not want to share. That is okay.
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I will say the words “God loved me when.” You will all finish the sentence at the same time by 
saying one of your important events. You can say your event out loud or silently to yourself. For 
example, when I say, “God loved me when,” you might say, “I was born!”

Say the words “God loved me when” 3 times. Pause each time for the children to respond.

The father in our story loved his son, even though he had experienced some bad things and 
had done some bad things. Some of the important events you just thought of may have been 
bad too. I want you to remember that no matter what you have experienced and no matter 
what you have done, God’s love for you never changes, never gives up, and never stops.

 • Think again about your important events. What does it mean to you to know that God’s 
love for you never changes, never gives up, and never stops, even in that situation?

Pause for the children to think

Now I will say, “God’s love” 3 times. After the first time, shout out, “Never changes!” After the 
second time, shout out, “Never gives up!” After the third time, shout out, “For me never stops!”

Say the words “God’s love” 3 times. Pause each time for the children to shout the rest of the 
sentence. Encourage the children to think about what the words mean as they shout them with 
great feeling. Repeat this.

Optional Supplies:

Give each child a piece of paper and a pencil or crayon. Have them divide their papers into 4 squares. 
In each of the first 3 squares, they will draw pictures of themselves at important times their lives. In the 
4th square, they will draw a picture of themselves today. Then have them draw a heart around each 
picture. Explain that the hearts represents Jesus’ love for them during each event in the lives.

If you are using Student Pages, let the children do this activity on them now.

End of Option

God loves you with a love that never stops, never gives up, and never changes. God’s love for 
you will last forever! Listen for how God sings His love over you as I read Zephaniah 3:17 as a 
blessing. If you are using the Memory Verse Poster, show it to the students.

End class by praying this blessing based on Zephaniah 3:17 over the children.

Blessing: May you know that the Lord your God is with you. He is mighty to save. He takes great 
delight in you. He will quiet you with His love. He rejoices over you with singing.

Lead the children in singing this quarter’s song, if possible.

“My Lighthouse” by Rend Collective: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA8VtUPgqTc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA8VtUPgqTc  
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The Importance of Play
Janette Pepall

God has given children the gift of playfulness. They are never happier than when they are playing.

What Is Play?
Play is anything we do for pleasure or recreation. Although play is fun, it can be described as children’s 
work. It helps in all areas of development and learning. It is important to know how, when, where, and 
with whom children play.

Ten Benefits of Play
1. Play gives children knowledge.

•	 They learn and practice new skills.

•	 It encourages them to be curious.

•	 They solve problems.

•	 They learn lessons they will use as adults.

2. Play improves children’s communication.

•	 They learn new language.

•	 They share their language with other children and adults.

•	 They learn about nonverbal language.

3. Play improves children’s development.

•	 It builds physical strength.

•	 It improves coordination.

•	 It helps children use small muscles, such as the muscles needed to hold a pencil.

•	 It helps children use large muscles, such as the muscles needed for kicking a ball.

•	 It teaches and encourages reading and writing.

•	 It encourages good social skills.

4. Play helps children understand their world.

•	 Young children cannot use words to talk about their pain. Older children may be too 
traumatized to talk about their pain.

•	 Using art, playing games, and role-playing are especially important. These types of play 
encourage children to express their feelings, thoughts, and opinions about events.

•	 Children’s play helps adults talk to them about their feelings. Adults may also understand better 
why children may be misbehaving.
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5. Play encourages children’s creativity.

6. Play makes children happy.

7. Play builds relationships between children and between children and adults. It builds trust.

8. Play encourages a sense of belonging.

9. Play gives a sense of achievement and encourages positive self-esteem.

10. Play fulfils what God intended for His youngest children!

As adults, we need to allow time for children to play, especially during stressful times of their lives. 
Providing children with a place to play, an opportunity to play, and things to play with will help ensure 
that they grow strong and healthy.
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